m ALBERTA PRECISION .
LABORATORIES Laboratory Bulletin

Leaders in Laboratory Medicine

DATE: |10 November 2025

TO: Provincial: All Clinical Staff, Physicians, Nurses, and Healthcare Practitioners
FROM: |APL Transfusion and Transplantation Medicine Provincial Program

RE: Changes to Blood Component and Blood Product Transfusion Tags

PLEASE POST OR DISTRIBUTE AS WIDELY AS APPROPRIATE

Key Message

e There will be changes to the transfusion tags attached to blood components and blood products, regarding
Transfusion Service Identification Number (TSIN) information and truncated names.

Background

¢ TSIN Information:
TSIN information will only appear on transfusion tags for red blood cells (RBC) and granulocytes, but not for
plasma or platelets. The TSIN appearing on transfusion tags on other blood products has been a source of
confusion and is not required for transfusion.

e Truncated Names:
In the Connect Care Transfusion Medicine software (WellSky), the character limits for names for transfusion
tags is 25 for Last Name and 20 for First Name. These differ from the character limits in Epic. For patients
with long names, there will be ++ signs added to the end of the ‘Name’ fields on the transfusion tag. The full
name will be added by Transfusion Medicine staff in the ‘Comments’ section of the transfusion tag. Confirm
full name when performing clerical checks. Please see the image below.

EDMUA University of Alberta Hospital TRANSFUSION TAG

LastName: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVW++
First Name: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR++
PMRN: 1500893365

ULL

Lot# PPP-1234-UA
Sub Lot# 4

Product:

Albumin 5% 500mL 25¢g

Instructions:

Comments: ABCDEFGHIJILMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI,
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI

Date/Time Issued:

Identified by: Initiated by:
Date/Time Start Stop:

Effective November 25, 2025

Questions/Concerns
e APL Transfusion Safety Team, APL.TSOTeam@albertaprecisionlabs.ca

Approved by
e Dr. Davinder Sidhu, Southern Alberta Medical Lead, Division of Transfusion and Transplant Medicine, APL
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