
Cancer 
2016/17 Annual Report



Cancer Provincial Advisory Council Annual Report 

2 

Message from Alberta Health Services 
Board of Directors 

The health system belongs to over four million Albertans and, as 
such, their voices need to be heard — and considered — when 
Alberta Health Services is planning and making decisions about 
healthcare delivery. Our Health Advisory Councils, Provincial 
Advisory Councils and Wisdom Council bring the diverse voices 
of Albertans to the decision-making table, so health services can 
meet the unique needs of communities across the province. 

Our councils are made up of people who are passionate about 
understanding what’s working and where improvements can be 
made in how health services are delivered in their communities. 
Advisory councils demonstrate our true commitment to 
community engagement – their work is strategic and valued, 
shaping the future of healthcare and enhancing care in 
communities.  

There was much growth over the past year. It was a year of renewed commitment from Alberta 
Health Services to ensure councils act as the voices of their communities, supported by extensive 
recruitment to strengthen the reach and diversity of council members. For the first time, Council 
Chairs collaborated to share their priorities and identify similar priorities across the province. This 
approach was valuable and created synergies and linkages between councils across Alberta. At the 
same time, the collaboration between councils also showed how their priorities clearly aligned with 
Alberta Health Services’ strategic approach and how we are all working towards the same,  
very important goals.  

On behalf of the Alberta Health Services Board of Directors, our leadership team and our 
workforce, I want to thank you for being our partners. We look forward to continuing to collaborate 
with councils and the strategic value they offer. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Brenda Hemmelgarn 
Vice Chair, Board of Directors 
Chair, Community Engagement Committee of the Board 
Alberta Health Services 

Dr. Brenda Hemmelgarn 



Cancer Provincial Advisory Council Annual Report 

3 

About community engagement 

Alberta Health Services is committed to meaningful and authentic community engagement. 
Engaging with Albertans means patients, families and members of the public contribute to 
healthcare solutions and the betterment of our system. They can benefit by having their needs 
reflected in planning and decision making. Engagement aligns with the Alberta Health Services 
culture of caring and listening, which results in more patient-centred care, local decision making and 
more open and trusting relationships. 

Role of Advisory Councils 
Alberta Health Services values advisory council members 
as volunteers, leaders and partners in healthcare planning. 
They help build a stronger relationship between the people 
in their communities and those who work in the health 
system. 

Members of Health Advisory Councils, Provincial 
Advisory Councils, and Wisdom Council are Albertans 
who care about health of their communities, and are 
connected to the public in many different ways. They 
provide a grassroots perspective and an understanding of 
their communities' health needs, and they’re interested in 
listening to the people. They also: 

• share their communities’ priorities with Alberta Health Services
• give advice and help to inform the decision-making process
• host public advisory council meetings, in addition to promoting and participating in activities

that enhance Albertans’ health
• engage with and share information with the community, and follow up on commitments
• give feedback on public education materials, policies, or discussion topics
• share information on health services with the community and provide feedback and input to

Alberta Health Services

Councils attend the annual Advisory Councils’ Fall Forum to hear a variety of presentations and 
network with fellow council members, Alberta Health Services staff and members of the Board of 
Directors.  
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The Health Advisory Councils and the Provincial Advisory Councils are supported by the Alberta 
Health Services Community Engagement department, and report through the Council of Chairs to 
the Community Engagement Committee of the Alberta Health Services Board of Directors. The 
Wisdom Council reports to the AHS President and CEO.     

Membership geography

12 Health Advisory Councils

Bring the voices of Alberta 
communities to healthcare services. 

Each council represents a 
geographical area within the province. 

2 Provincial Advisory Councils

Advise on provincewide services and 
programs for addiction and mental 

health, and cancer.
  

1 Wisdom Council

Provides guidance and recommendations 
to ensure Alberta Health Services 

develops and implements culturally 
appropriate and innovative health service 

delivery for Indigenous Peoples. 
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Albertans are represented by 12 Health Advisory Councils. Areas are determined by 
population and travel routes, and are detailed on this map. 

The two Provincial Advisory Councils and Wisdom Council operate provincially. 
Their membership spans all of Alberta.  

View map of treaty areas and indigenous communities in Alberta  

For more information on membership: 
Health Advisory Councils 

Addiction and Mental Health Provincial Advisory Council 
Cancer Provincial Advisory Council   

Wisdom Council 

 

 

http://albertahealthservices.ca/assets/wf/hac/wf-hac-map.pdf
http://indigenous.alberta.ca/InteractiveMap.cfm
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/about/hac.aspx
http://albertahealthservices.ca/about/Page6070.aspx
http://albertahealthservices.ca/about/Page4312.aspx
http://albertahealthservices.ca/about/Page7302.aspx
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Council of Chairs 
The Council of Chairs is made up of all advisory council Chairs, who meet five times a year to 
further the roles, responsibilities, and priorities of councils at a provincial level. The Council of 
Chairs determines themes or commonalities across different communities to bring forward to 
Alberta Health Services’ leadership and Board of Directors.  

Including the public voice in Alberta Health Services 
planning 

In early 2016, Alberta Health Services’ Strategic Planning Department met with Health Advisory 
Councils across the province to gather input for the 2017 - 2020 Health and Business Plan. Each 
council was asked to provide feedback on the plan to ensure the priorities of their communities were 
considered in the development of the strategic goals for the organization.   

Members from various Health Advisory Councils participated in the following provincial 
committees:   

• Apple Magazine Editorial Council
• Continuing Care Quality Committee
• Health Link and MyHealth.Alberta.ca
• Patient First Steering Committee
• Patient and Family Advisory Council
• Long range planning

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/about/org/ahs-org-hpbp-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/healthinfo/link/index.html
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/
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Message from the Chair, 
Cancer Provincial Advisory Council 

The makeup of the Cancer Provincial Advisory Council is 
unique among Alberta Health Services’ advisory 
councils.  There are persons from diverse communities across 
Alberta who have experienced cancer, either personally or 
through close family members. There are those with special 
expertise relevant to cancer through professional training and 
experience in cancer services, or who represent organizations 
that focus on cancer.  

The council endeavours to represent the interests of all 
Albertans in assisting Alberta Health Services in its planning,  
delivering and monitoring its full spectrum of cancer services.   
Changing Our Future: Alberta’s Cancer Plan to 2030, the ambitious blueprint  
for bending the curve of the projected relentless increase in the burden of 
cancer in Alberta, continues to be a strong guide for us.  

We provide feedback to Alberta Health Services by: 

o Giving advice to leaders through discussion at our meetings following presentations
on key program issues

o Participating in certain committees or planning meetings (eg. membership on the
Core Committee and some working groups of the Cancer Strategic Clinical Network)

o Interacting with the Health Advisory Councils and the Provincial Advisory Council
on Addiction and Mental Health through the Council of Chairs and the annual
Advisory Council Fall Forum

This report illustrates the breadth of issues considered by the council during 2016/17, ranging from 
innovation in cancer prevention strategies and development of integrated care pathways for cancer 
diagnosis and treatment to palliative and end-of-life care. 

 As we look forward to 2017/18 and beyond, the council wishes to strengthen its interactions with 
the Health Advisory Councils, establishing a pipeline for specific perspectives and concerns of local 
communities to reach our table for consideration. 

Dr. Tony Fields 
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I would like to thank our continuing members and those who completed their terms this year for 
their devotion and their wise counsel.  I welcome the five new members who were appointed in 
March 2017 and will attend their first meetings in 2017/18. I would also like to thank those who are 
Permanent Resources, including Ms. Nancy Guebert, Dr. Matthew Parliament and Dr. Huiming 
Yang, for their faithful attendance and invaluable contributions to our work.  Very special thanks to 
Ms. Laura Lee Clarke and Ms. Selene Snell for their skillful administrative support of PACC’s 
activities.  Finally, the management and staff of AHS Community Engagement have helped to 
ground PACC’s work within the wider context of all Health Advisory Councils’ activities. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Anthony Fields, CM, MD, FRCPC, FACP, DSc (Hon) 
Chair, Cancer Provincial Advisory Council  
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About us  
 

2016 -2017 Council Members 

Current  Members 
Dr. Anthony Fields  (Chair) Edmonton 
Dr. Margaret Churcher (Vice Chair)    Calgary 

 Leanne Anderson Vulcan 
 Varinder Bhullar Edmonton 
 Bryson Brown Lethbridge 

Tim Buckland Edmonton 
 Dr. Heather Bryant Calgary 

Ray Clark Calgary 
 Andrea DeYoung Stettler 
 Ernie Grach Wabasca 
 Steven Herbert Calgary 

Dan Holinda Calgary 
Kenneth Landry Grande Prairie 
Dr. Angeline Letendre        Edmonton 
Lorelee Marin Lloydminster 
Patti Morris Calgary 
Myka Osinchuk Calgary 

Past Members 
Dean Wheeler La Crete 
Mike  Ross Lethbridge 
Tricia Antonini Calgary 
Christine  Ferguson Sherwood Park 
 

Permanent Resources  
 Permanent resource persons are appointed to Council by the Board by virtue of the roles they play 
within their organization and are members without voting rights.  They are subject matter experts 
and leaders in the area of cancer services who assist, inform, and guide Council to achieve its 
objectives. 
 Nancy Guebert Chief Program Officer, CancerControl Alberta 

Dr. Matthew Parliament Interim Senior Medical Director,  
CancerControl Alberta 

Dr. Huiming Yang 
Provincial Medical Officer of Health and Medical Director 
of Screening, Population, Public Health and Indigenous 
Health 
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o Continuing support of the 
implementation of “Changing our 
Future: Alberta’s Cancer Plan to 2030” 
 

o Providing a collective patient voice and 
community perspective  
 

o Creating better experiences and 
improved quality of life for patients and 
their families during and post treatment 
 

o Contributing to cancer prevention and 
awareness 
 

o Emphasizing the key roles of research 
and knowledge sharing 

 
 

 
 
 

Five of our priority focus areas:  
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Council members gather for a meeting in Edmonton 

new members were 
appointed  
 

meetings were held in  
Calgary and Edmonton  
 



Cancer Provincial Advisory Council Annual Report 

11 
 

 
• Individual Cancer Provincial Advisory Council members represented council and 

engaged with other Alberta Health Services entities by providing support and 
feedback to their programs, campaigns and strategic planning as Patient and Family 
Advisors.  This engagement builds the capacity of our council to inform and 
enhance cancer services for all Albertans. Throughout the year we were privileged 
to provide support and advice to the following Alberta Health Services entities:    
 
o Cancer Strategic Clinical Network  
o Precision Health Advisory Panel  
o Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy Fund (ACPLF) 
o Cancer Stewardship Committee 
o Alberta Health Services Population Public Health & Screening 
o Alberta Health Services Provincial Genetics/Hereditary Program 

 
• In addition, we were invited to review and provide feedback in the development of 

the following specific strategies/initiatives:   
 
o Alberta Cancer Plan 2030 
o Cancer Drug Funding Sustainability Initiative 
o End of Life and Palliative Care 
o Medical Assistance in Dying  
o Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy Fund (ACPLF) Strategic Plan 
o Breast Health Pathway and Breast Reconstruction Business Plan  
o Cancer Research Strategy 
 

• We received presentations from these external agencies: 
 
o The Canadian Partnership Against Cancer, on their strategic plan 
o The Health Quality Council of Alberta project, Fostering Open Conversations 

that Unleash Solutions (FOCUS) 
 

Providing feedback and advice to Alberta Health Service 
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A look ahead 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In 2017/18, the council is looking forward to the following activities: 
 
• Continue to build linkages with Health Advisory Councils to understand local 

community perspectives on cancer services and share information. 
• Develop a plan to celebrate successes and communicate Alberta Health Services 

achievements in cancer services to other councils, Alberta Health Services personnel 
and the public. 

• Engage with the public directly, by exploring the development of social media, 
including a website (microsite) to encourage public engagement on cancer services as 
well as investigate opportunities for public webinar meetings. 

• Evaluate our performance as a group and explore ways to foster our own continuous 
improvement. 



 

 
 

 

Get involved 
Think of the difference you can make to the health and well-being of your 
family, friends, neighbours and community by sharing your thoughts and ideas 
with Alberta Health Services. Get involved: 

• Attend an upcoming Health Advisory Council meeting. 
• Make a presentation at a council meeting on a health area of interest or 

concern. 
• Think about volunteering your time as a council member. Recruitment drives 

happen annually. Members are appointed for three-year terms. 

Connect with us:  

• Info on Community Engagement  
• pac.cancer@ahs.ca   
• Twitter and Facebook  

 

 

 

 

 

http://albertahealthservices.ca/about/Page6437.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/about/Page6437.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/about/Page12822.aspx
mailto:pac.cancer@ahs.ca
https://twitter.com/ahs_hacs
https://www.facebook.com/AHSAdvisoryCouncils/?ref=hl

