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Bariatric Care Needs Assessment Algorithm   
 

Patient enters 
Hospital

-Emergency Dept.
-Pre-admission clinic
-Outpatient Clinic

Weight and 
Height taken 

as close to admission as 
possible 

and recorded in 
patient s electronic 

health record

Is weight 
 113 kg
(250 lbs)

Consult with 
Patient and/or 

Family 
regarding 

care regime 
at home

(eg. CPAP/BPAP, 
mobility equipment, 

compression 
stockings)

Bariatric Care Needs (BCN)
BCN will be assessed for all 
patients with a body weight 
of 113kg (250lbs) or more. 
Not all of these patients will 
have bariatric care needs. 
As well, some patients who 
weigh less than 113 kg 
(250lbs) may have a stature 
or body shape that may 
require assessment for BCN. 
Needs assessment will 
include supplies, mobility, 
equipment, and other care 
requirements.

Communicate needs to receiving unit

Functional or
mobility 

assessment

**Does the patient 
require bariatric mobility 

equipment?

Transfer patient when receiving area is ready to provide needed care/equipment

Does the
patient require
larger room for 
equipment or 

privacy?

Does the 
patient require

bariatric supplies?

Does the patient
have physical bariatric

care needs?

 Gown
 Needles
 Large BP cuff
 Compression stockings
 Bed/ pressure 

reduction mattress
 Chairs
 Commode
 Other

 Skin Care
 Wound Care
 Mobility
 Respiratory 
 Continence supplies
 Other

*Patient may have short or tall stature and/or have a body shape that requires mobility and equipment assessment
**Equipment assessment may require referral to Occupational or Physical Therapy

* Does body 

shape or stature
warrant assessment

for bariatric 
care needs?

RN / LPN assigned to patient 
responsible for ensuring assessment 
algorithm is completed 

 Mechanical lift
 Wheelchair
 Walker
 Step stool
 Other

Yes

No bariatric 
care needs

No
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