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Annual Report 2013-14 
Message from the Official Administrator, Alberta Health Services 

The Provincial Advisory Councils (PACs) have had a successful year with many accomplishments. The 
work that Council members do with providing input to enhance the delivery of addiction & mental health 
and/or cancer systems and the networks developed within these service areas within Alberta Health 
Services (AHS) and Alberta Health is valued and appreciated by all. 

As a result of this work, AHS has been a health leader by including the perspectives of service users 
(current and past), system delivery experts and clinical experts, combined to provide first-hand 
viewpoints on health care planning.  

All Albertans have a stake in our health care system. AHS wants to involve system expert stakeholders 
early on so their health care experience and opinions can be considered when service care planning 
decisions are being made. PACs work hard to ensure this happens and the 2013-2014 year was no 
exception. 

As members of the newly formed Council of Chairs, the PAC leadership will join with the Chairs of the 
Health Advisory Councils (HACs) and meet regularly with myself and the Minster of Health. This 
dedicated group brings collective perspectives from their Councils to the provincial table and identifies 
the common issues or gaps in service that are shared in various communities throughout the province. 
The Council works collaboratively to find opportunities and innovative solutions on how to improve 
health services on a provincial level. Great momentum has been established at the Council table and I 
personally look forward to continuing to work closely with the members. 

Our leadership team and I look forward to continuing to work with the PACs, listening to their input and 
joining members at Council meetings throughout the province. We will continue to seek out meaningful 
opportunities for our Councils to provide valuable insight and perspective earlier in our decision-making 
processes. This means providing opportunities for gathering feedback, ideas, input, questions and 
comments that will be used in decision-making on specific issues. 

On behalf of AHS, I want to thank all PAC members for their service, commitment, and hard work in 
helping AHS improve health care delivery, one day at a time. 

Without our Provincial Advisory Councils, we could not successfully bring this system improvement 
perspective to AHS.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. John W. Cowell, MSc, MD, CCFP, FRCPC 
Official Administrator 
Alberta Health Services 
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Message from the Chair 
Provincial Advisory Council Cancer 

I am pleased to present the annual report on the activities of the Provincial Advisory Council – Cancer 
(PACC). 

PACC continues to enjoy productive working relationships with the leadership of CancerControl 
Alberta and AHS Population and Public Health.  PACC also has continuing liaison with the Cancer 
Strategic Clinical Network (SCN), through the appointment of three members of PACC to the core 
Committee of the Cancer SCN.  The Chair of PACC is a member of the Council of Chairs, which was 
established by AHS as an advisory body to provide coordinated advice from all Health Advisory 
Councils to the Official Administrator.  

During its meetings over the past year, PACC engaged key leaders of cancer services in discussions 
of a rich diversity of topics.  These discussions afforded the opportunity for PACC members to provide 
useful perspectives and feedback to AHS leaders.  Notably, CancerCare Alberta engaged PACC in a 
structured exercise to provide advice in prioritizing potential new cancer service programs.  Also, 
PACC’s support and advice was credited as catalytic in achieving AHS approval of the Fecal 
Immunologic Test for use in Alberta’s colorectal cancer screening program.  

PACC’s distinctive composition, with a mixture of members with specific cancer expertise and lay 
members with personal experience of cancer, continues to serve PACC’s purpose well.  PACC 
continues to explore ways in which it can interface with the geographically based Health Advisory 
Councils to gather information from Alberta’s diverse communities on their perspectives, needs and 
experiences of cancer services. 

PACC welcomed Alberta Health’s release of the strategic plan for cancer control, Changing Our 
Future: Alberta’s Cancer Plan to 2030, with its bold vision and broad brush strokes for actions to 
change the relentless increase in the burden of cancer projected for our province.  PACC will pay 
close attention to the Alberta Cancer Plan as PACC refines its own work plan for provision of advice 
to Alberta Health Services. 

I take this opportunity to express PACC’s appreciation of the faithful attendance and participation of 
Dr. Paul Grundy and Dr. Huiming Yang, leaders of CancerControl Alberta and Population and Public 
Health respectively.  Community Engagement has provided, through Barbara Tuepah, staunch 
support of PACC’s activities. 

 

 

A. L. A. (Tony) Fields, CM, MD, FRCPC, FACP 
Chair, Provincial Advisory Council Cancer 

 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
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With the announcement of the integration of the Alberta Cancer Board into the formation of Alberta 
Health Services (AHS), the Minister of Health and Wellness requested the development of a Provincial 
Advisory Council on Cancer (PACC). The PACC held its inaugural meeting October 21/22, 2011.  

The Council acts as an advisory body to AHS on cancer issues in the best interest of Albertans 
throughout the province, according to the Provincial Advisory Council Bylaws and Terms of Reference. 

 
Who we are  
 

The Council is currently comprised of 15 volunteer Council members who are either experts in their 
cancer-related field (i.e. oncology, acute and primary care, supportive and palliative care, prevention & 
screening, Canadian Cancer Society and Alberta Cancer Foundation), or are public members who have 
a loved one touched by cancer, or are a cancer survivor. Public members reside in every zone within 
Alberta.  

Additionally, there are two non-voting members called AHS Permanent Resource Persons who as 
stipulated in the Cancer Bylaws, are the Senior Medical Director of CancerControl Alberta and the 
Senior Medical Officer of Health and Senior Medical Director, Population and Public Health. 

Council members serve either a two or three year term to a maximum of six years and meet quarterly, 
alternating between Calgary and Edmonton. Currently, three Council members also serve as members 
of the Core Committee of the Cancer Strategic Clinical Network. 

 

 

What we do  
 
The PACC considers and provides evidence-based suggestions to AHS as it relates to cancer control 
in Alberta on the following services: 

 prevention and screening; 
diagnosis, treatment and care; and 

 research. 
 

In fulfilling its mandate, the Council will: 

 seek and appropriately consider evidence and information from Albertans when advising on the 

planning, delivery and evaluation of cancer services; 

 provide advice regarding potential challenges, gaps, opportunities and strategic investment 

within cancer services as provided by AHS;  

 actively communicate the Council’s purpose and role. 



Provincial Advisory Council Cancer 

■ ■ ■ 

5 
 

2013/2014 Annual Report 

 

Provincewide Advisory Council meetings 
 
Each year, the Addiction & Mental Health and Cancer Provincial Advisory Councils, and all 12 Health 
Advisory Councils (HACs), come together from across the province to have a day and a half of 
discussion. Various AHS program and Zone leaders attend the provincewide meeting for the 
opportunity to connect with Advisory Council members and explore ways to improve how AHS engages 
with stakeholders. Attendees discuss topics such as how to increase the responsiveness of the health 
system to meet the needs of Albertans, how to shift the AHS organizational culture to become one of 
proactive engagement and how to increase the involvement of Councils on the front end of the 
decision-making process. The provincewide meeting has proven to be a very valuable forum where 
Council members, AHS leadership, and at times even the Minister of Health, come together for the 
betterment of health services. 
  

 
  

 

  

 
 

 

 

The Council of Chairs 
 
A Council of Chairs, comprised of 14 Advisory Council Chairs, was announced in September 2013 and 
serves in an advisory role to the Official Administrator. The Councils will contribute to planning at a 
provincial level, advise on key elements of the health plan, provide review and input on policies, where 
appropriate, and provide advice and feedback on programs and services.  

The Council held its inaugural meeting in December 2013 and will meet quarterly (at minimum). 
Members have discussed and brought forward concerns and input at a provincial level regarding 
Emergency Medical Services dispatch, physician recruitment and mental health services, among other 
topics. They provided feedback to the Patient and Family Centred Care Strategy and were pleased to 
take it forward to their Councils for additional feedback.  
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Provincial Advisory Council Cancer 2013-14 Membership List 
Members have direct experience/knowledge with Cancer services in Alberta. Either their lives or a close 
family member have been touched by cancer issues or work in the subject area. 

 
Council Member 

 

 
Representing 

   Residence; Representing AHS Zone & Health Advisory 
   Council 

Tricia Antonini Public Calgary(residence); Calgary Zone (Prairie Mountain HAC) 

Ray Clark Public Calgary (residence);Calgary Zone (Prairie Mountain HAC) 

Lorelee Marin Public 
Lloydminister (residence); Central Zone (Yellowhead East 
HAC) 

Christine Ferguson Public 
Sherwood Park(residence); Central Zone (Yellowhead East 
HAC) 

Ashley Rose Public 
Edmonton (residence); Edmonton Zone (Greater Edmonton 
HAC) 

Lorraine Meneen Public St. Paul (residence);North Zone (Lakeland Communities HAC) 

Kenneth Landry Public Fairview (residence);North Zone (Peace HAC) 

Brian Lowery Public Redcliff (residence); South Zone (Palliser HAC) 

   

Dr. Anthony Fields  (Chair) 
Clinical Oncologists; CCI 

Oncology 
Provincial / National 

Dr. Heather Bryant; 
Canadian Partnership 
Against Cancer  

Prevention & 
Screening 

 
Provincial / National 

Dr. Margaret Churcher;  
Family Physician Private 
Practice 

Primary Care 
 
Provincial /Calgary  

Dr. Deborah Dudgeon; 
Queens University 

Palliative 
Care 

National 

Dan Holinda; 
Canadian Cancer Society 

Supportive 
Care 

Provincial 

Patti Morris; 
Wellspring Calgary 

Supportive 
Care 

Provincial / Calgary 

Myka Osinchuk; 
Alberta Cancer Society 

Supportive 
Care 

Provincial 

VACANT Clinical Expert 

 
Council would like to thank the following past member for the input provided: 

 Dr. Kelly Dobbs. 

Permanent resource persons: 

Appointed by the Official Administrator, Permanent Resource Persons are Council members who are 
subject matter experts and leaders in the area of cancer within AHS and therefore not entitled to vote. 
Their role is to inform and connect the Council with CancerControl Alberta at AHS and Alberta Health. 

Name Title 

Dr. Paul Grundy Senior Vice President and Senior Medical Director, CancerControl Alberta 

Dr. Huiming Yang Provincial Medical Director of Screening, Population & Public Health 
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What we have accomplished 

Alberta’s cancer control strategy, Changing Our Future: Alberta’s Cancer Plan to 2030, jointly 
developed by Alberta Health and Alberta Health Services and launched by Alberta Health in the spring 
of 2013, acknowledged the advice and assistance that the PACC provided in the development of this 
plan.  The Council is using this document as a foundational building block for its own work plan. 

     The close working relationship between the Council and CancerControl Alberta has enabled the 
Council to vet and provide input into many Alberta programs including cancer clinical trials, cancer 
prevention legacy fund, Tomorrow Project, tobacco reduction and survivorship planning.  

 
An important example of this relationship was the Council’s recommendation to AHS supporting the 
implementation of the Fecal Immunochemical Test (FIT) within the fledgling Alberta provincial colorectal 
cancer screening program.  FIT testing was launched in January 2014. 

 

Knowledge Sharing 

 
 Council has had a focus on continuous learning to expand its knowledge base and thus improve its 

effectiveness as an advisory body.  To this end, PACC has worked with CancerControl Alberta to 
organize a series of presentations given at its regular meetings.  This wealth of information has been 
valuable in informing Council’s Work Plan and enriching its interactions with CancerControl Alberta; for 
example, the discussion of these topics provides an immediate avenue for PACC to provide 
perspective and advice to the leadership of CancerControl Alberta.  Topics covered in 2013/14 were: 

 
 

 Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy Fund by Dr. Laura McDougall, Medical & Scientific Director, 
Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy Fund 

 Cancer Strategic Clinical Network – Transformational Roadmap by Dr. Neil Hagen, Senior 
Medical Director, Cancer Strategic Clinical Network 

 CancerControl Alberta – Provincial Integration by Gail Hufty, Vice President, Provincial 
Integration, CancerControl Alberta 

 Tobacco Reduction by Michelle Nummi, Tobacco Reduction Program Coordinator 

 Tomorrow Project by Heather Whelan, Research Lead 

 Structural Changes within AHS and Implications for PAC Cancer by Dr. Paul Grundy, Senior 
Vice President and Senior Medical Director, CancerControl Alberta 

 Alberta Cancer Plan and Implications for Population Health by Dr. Huiming Yang, Medical 
Director of Screening, Population and Public Health 

 Alberta Cancer Plan and Implication for Primary Care by Dr. Margaret Churcher,  Primary Care 
Physician, Mosaic PCN, Calgary 

 David Diamond, Chief External Relations Officer, AHS 

 Dr. John Cowell, Official Administrator, AHS 

 Alberta Clinical Trials by Dr. John Mackey, Director of Clinical Trials, Cross Cancer Institute and 
Becky Wong, Provincial Director, Alberta Cancer Clinical Trials 

 Cancer Survivorship Strategy by Linda Watson, Leader, Interdisciplinary Practice, 
CancerControl Alberta 
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 Alberta Cancer Prevention Social Marketing Strategy by Yvette Biggs, Health Marketing 
Specialist, Population, Public and Aboriginal Health 

 Performance Dashboard - CancerControl Alberta by Marg Semel, Executive Director, C- More, 
Cancer Measurement Outcomes Research 

 Cancer Drug Funding - Increased incidence of financial distress among cancer patients input 
from all council members 

 The Challenge of Implementing Standards of Cancer Surgery by Dr. Wally Lamb, 
Oncologists,Cross Cancer Institute 
 
 

Provide feedback and advice to Alberta Health Services 
 

PACC Work Plan 

During 2013/14, after the launch of the Alberta Cancer Plan, the PACC undertook a structured process 
to develop its own comprehensive work plan, in order to focus its activities within its Terms of 
Reference to best help Alberta Health Services achieve progress towards the goals of the Alberta 
Cancer Plan. The development of the action plan is an iterative process, led by the membership, with 
input from CancerControl Alberta and Population and Public Health. This work is now close to 
completion. 

 
Liaison with key AHS Advisory and Planning Structures: 

1) Cancer Strategic Clinical Network Activity 
Three Council members are active members of the Core Committee of the Cancer Strategic 
Clinical Network, participating fully in the activities of this senior level planning committee and 
providing liaison between PACC and the SCN.  
 

2) Engagement & Patient Experience 
Council members are members of a sub-committee, Engagement & Patient Experience where 
they provide their experience as cancer survivors along with their regional knowledge of the 
cancer system. 
 

3) Council of Chairs 
The Council of Chairs was established by AHS to provide advice from the Health Advisory 
Councils to the Official Administrator.  Membership includes the Chairs of the twelve 
geographically defined HACs and the two provincial PACs, the Official Administrator, the CEO 
and key senior AHS administrators. 

 
 

 Specific advice provided by the PACC to AHS during 2013: 
 

1) Cancer Prevention and Screening 

 Council asked the Official Administrator that AHS recommend to the government of Alberta 
that legislation be enacted to restrict minors from exposure to UV radiation based artificial 
tanning. 

 Council provided AHS Population and Public Health with feedback to enrich the 
development of the Tobacco Reduction strategy for AHS. 
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 Council provided input to AHS Population and Public Health on the development of the 
Cancer Prevention Social Marketing Campaign.  

 Council endorsed and championed the proposal by CancerControl Alberta and Population 
and Public Health to implement the Fecal Immunochemical Test (FIT) within Alberta’s 
colorectal cancer screening program.  Following Council’s formal recommendation of the 
proposal, the implementation of the test was supported and achieved by AHS, with bridging 
financial support from the Alberta Cancer Foundation.   

 
 

2) Cancer Diagnosis, Treatment and Care 

 CancerControl Alberta sought Council’s input and advice as it worked to prioritize a list of 
prospective service programs under consideration for funding.  Council and the leadership 
of CancerControl Alberta achieved this prioritization advice through a structured process 
during a regular meeting of Council. 

 Council members participated in the AHS workshop Alberta Valued Health stakeholder 
meeting to develop a research agenda for public values for high quality health care in 
Alberta. 

 Council provided input to the Survivorship Strategy being developed by CancerControl 
Alberta. 

 
 

3) Cancer Research  

 Through a dialog with the leadership of AHS’s cancer clinical trials organization, Council 
provided recommendations to further the development of cancer clinical trials in Alberta. 

 Similarly, Council provided feedback and recommendations to the plan for the prevention 
research component of the Alberta Cancer Prevention Legacy Fund. 

 

What we have learned 

The Council’s strong relationships with AHS at the operational level have continued to improve, 
principally through its interaction with CancerControl Alberta, AHS Population and Public Health, and 
the Cancer Strategic Clinical Network.  Following the appointment of the Official Administrator, Council 
has established a secure footing for its interactions with the Official Administrator and his office, in 
accordance with Council’s revised terms of reference.  Council continues the development and 
refinement of its formal work plan, ensuring alignment with the new Alberta Cancer Plan.  The Council 
has shown the importance of the patient and the caregiver voice and learned how the investment in 
prevention programs will create a healthier Alberta. 
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Contact information 
 

For more information on the council, please contact: 
 
Barbara Tuepah 
Provincial Advisory Council Officer 
Cancer Provincial Advisory Council 
Community Engagement 
Alberta Health Services 
P: 780.643.7143  
 
Community Engagement: 1-877-275-8830 
E:  PAC.Cancer@albertahealthservices.ca 
Council Web Site: http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/4312.asp                                                                                         
 

Learn more about our Council by clicking on the links below  
   

   Follow us on Twitter  

 

 

   Find us on facebook 

mailto:PAC.AMH@albertahealthservices.ca
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/6070.asp
https://twitter.com/ahs_hacs
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AHS-Advisory-Councils/296571490474826

