
                                                                                      
  Addiction & Mental Health Provincial Advisory Council  

Saturday, June 7, 2014 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Alberta Room 
Sheraton Cavalier Hotel, Calgary 

MINUTES 

Council Members:  Dr. Geoff Tagg (Chair), Ms. Karen Andresen, Ms. Bavie Sara, Ms. Patti Fisher, Ms. Heather Hanberg, Mr. Kaj Korvela, Mr. 
Peter LeBlanc, Ms. Vivian Lillico, Ms. Monique Maisonneuve, Dr. Austin Mardon, Ms. Kathryn Wiebe 

Alberta Health Services: Ms. Marni Bercov, Executive Director, AMH Strategic Clinical Network, Mr. David O’Brien, Senior Vice President, Primary 
and Community Care; Ms. Laurie Beverley,  Executive Director, Addiction & Mental Health, Primary & Community Care;  
Ms. Barbara Tuepah, Provincial Advisory Council Officer 

Regrets: Council Members: Ms. Gerry Lynn Carter 

Permanent Resource Persons:  Dr. Laura Calhoun, Provincial Medical Director, Addictions & Mental Health;   Ms. Cathy 
Pryce, Vice President, Addiction & Mental Health Strategic Clinical Network 

Ex Officio Permanent Resource Person: Dr. Michael Trew, Chief Medical Officer, Addictions & Mental Health, Government 
of Alberta 

 
Agenda Item Discussion Action 

1.  Approval of Agenda Ms. Katherine Wiebe moved to accept the agenda with 
the following additions: 
3.5. (Round Table) Transitional Housing, Vivian Lillico 
4.4. (New Business) Criminal Record Check, Vulnerable 
Sector; Karen Andresen 
Seconded by Ms. Bavie Sara. 

      
Motion carried. 

2.  Approval of Minutes Mr. Peter LeBlanc moved to approve the Saturday, March 
15, 2014 Council Meeting minutes. 
Seconded by Ms. Patti Fisher.  

      
Motion carried. 

3.  Old Business        

3.1. 2 year Anniversary of AMH PAC Dr. Geoff Tagg acknowledged the 2 years since AMH 
council inauguration. He thanked council members for 
their regular meeting attendance, activity and input. He 
thanked Ms. Bavie Sara and Ms. Karen Andresen for 
renewing their membership terms. He stated that Ms. 
Patti Fisher is now a full member of the council. The 
council is now recruiting for a northern and southern 
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candidate for membership as Ms. Judy Bogdan’s term has 
expired and the new candidate Ms JoAnn St. John 
withdrew her appointment application. The application 
review committee is intending to have positions filled by 
the September council meeting.           

3.2. Sub-committee Reports   
 3.2.1 Council of Chairs 

          Meeting 
          Dr. Geoff Tagg, Chair 
          
 

Dr. Geoff Tagg updated the council on the April 24, 2014 
Council of Chairs meeting in Edmonton. The meeting was 
called at Honourable Minister Horne’s request and the 
invite excluded AHS staff. Hon. Horne introduced his staff 
and then requested them to leave. Spent noon to 4pm 
focusing on the future of the advisory councils within AHS 
& AH. Discussing the importance of the work of the 
advisory councils and his intentions of increasing their 
effectiveness. He stated he has no intentions to appoint a 
new AHS board, intends to centralize the councils under 
ministerial control but is not clear how this will occur. 
Minister to discuss in the fall how he intends to make 
changes and wants to have advisory council input. He 
acknowledged the fundamental differences in the 
mandate of the provincial advisory councils versus the 
health councils and wants to ensure changes do not lessen 
their effectiveness of the PACs and their existing 
connections to provincial AH and AHS systems. He is 
reviewing organizational charts and gathering input for 
options. Council member remuneration to be discussed in 
the fall along with other changes that can come into effect 
as a result of Bill 12 that received royal assent at the end 
of the spring session. Next meeting called for June 20, 
2014. Hon Horne not in attendance but Dr. John Cowell 
and the new AHS President and CEO, Vickie Kaminski, to 
be. 
 

Dr. Geoff Tagg to represent the AMH PAC at 
the June 20, 2014 Council of Chairs. 
 
 

 3.2.2 Addiction & Mental Health 
         Strategic Clinical Network 
         Dr. Geoff Tagg, Chair  

Dr. Geoff Tagg commended Ms. Marni Bercov; Executive 
Director, AMH Strategic Clinical Network actions having 
1:1 meetings with all members of the AMH SCN Core 
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         Mr. Kaj Korvela 
         Ms. Marni Bercov 

Committee asking how can the SCN improve, how can we 
do better, what can the SCN do for us? 
Ms. Marni Bercov reported she is trying to gain input to 
understand how to prioritizing the many AMH issues that 
exist.  
Ms. Marni Bercov invited council members to volunteer on 
project that will investigates the rates of antipsychotic 
inject able drug use and their increased effectiveness. 
Ms. Marni Bercov stated that the SCN is doing work on 
counseling and its effectiveness as identified earlier in Dr. 
Cam Wild’s presentation and supported by the AMH PAC. 
Ms. Bercov thanked all for the privilege to attend the 
council meetings as it increased the effectiveness of work 
within the SCN. Ms. Marni Bercov indicated her support of 
the council’s intention to have discussion of the 
quantitative and qualitative results of the Adolescent 
Depression Youth Project (EMPATHY) at the next council 
meeting. 
 

 3.2.3 Addiction Prevention 
          Awareness Committee  
          Ms. Barbara Murray 

No report as Ms. Barbara Murray was absent at their last 
meeting. 

 

 3.2.4. Acute Inpatient Mental 
           Health Policy Suite  
           Committee 
           Ms. Bavie Sara 
 

Ms. Bavie Sara reported that they held their inaugural 
meeting. Committee focused on ensuring there is input 
from front lines and input from other organizations. 
Katherine Dong (RAH Emerg) leading the work supporting 
inner city. 
 

 

 3.2.5 Elopement Quality Review 
          Working Group 
          Ms. Bavie Sara 

Ms. Bavie Sara reported that committee completed their 
recommendations but as a result of misinterpreting they 
are back at the beginning. Ms. Laurie Beverley reported 
the complexity of this work as there are 24 working groups 
representing each zone and work focus. She thanked the 
community supports received as their input has been of 
value.  
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 3.2.6 Patient Safety, Quality and 
          Policy (PSQP) Committee 
          Ms. Heather Hanberg 
 

Ms. Heather Hanberg reported she did not receive and 
input on the Principles of Care document she circulated. 
She asked if council members could please review the 
document in their meeting package and send feedback to 
her ASAP. Discussion occurred about the use of restraints 
in suicide prevention and the Principles of Care.   
 

Council members to send their feedback to 
Ms. Heather Hanberg on the Patient Safety, 
Quality and Policy template. 

3.3. Presentation Debriefs:   
 3.3.1. Ashamed: A Conversation 

           about Addiction and Stigma 
           Ms. Heather Hanberg 
           Ms. Monique Maisonneuve 
           Ms. Sara Bavie 

Ms. Heather Hanberg attended the Calgary presentation 
(March 25, 2014) Ms. Bavie Sara and Ms. Monique 
 Maisonneuve attended in Edmonton (March 24, 2014). 
Ms. Hanberg spoke that the presenter was from Betty 
Ford clinic and wondered how the general public could 
 afford to attend program as $60,000.00 for 3 months. She 
wondered why they didn’t get someone from Alberta to 
speak on their experience and was disappointed that they 
didn’t really address the mental health stigma issue. 
Ms. Maisonneuve stated in Edmonton they had over 500 
 in attendance. She felt that it was a very good 
presentation and was particularly impressed with the 
speaker’s (Joseph Skrajewski) comment that he knew he 
needed assistance when he saw what his illness was doing 
with his family as he was slowly killing his parents. 
  

 

 3.3.2. Community Stakeholder 
           meeting: Vickie Kaminski, 
           AHS President and CEO 
           Mr. Kaj Korvela 

Mr. Kaj Korvela represented the AMH PAC at the June 2, 
2014. The 45 min meeting had representatives from the 
Prairie Mountain HAC as well as the Cancer PAC. Mr. 
Korvela identified that he was from the AMH PAC and  
invited Ms Vickie Kaminski to speak at an upcoming  
meeting. Vickie agreed. 
 

AMH PAC officer to invite Vickie Kaminski to 
speak to council at their Edmonton meeting. 

3.4. Future Educational Presentations 
Dr. Geoff Tagg, Chair 

Dr. Geoff Tagg and council discussed their intent to limit 
the number of speaker presentations to increase the 
amount of time that the council can discuss AMH priority 
issues.  
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3.5 Round Table   
 Maladjusted Tour 

Mr. David O’Brien 
Mr. David O’Brien shared information about the 
Maladjusted Tour, a theatre troop to present a skit 
focused on AMH stigma across Alberta. Proposed in Jan – 
March 2015 with the following shows:  2 in Calgary, 2 in 
Edmonton, St. Paul, Grand Prairie, Fort Mc Murray, 
Medicine Hat, Lethbridge and Red Deer. Mr. David O’Brien 
is asking the AMH to review information he will distribute 
to council with the intent that the AMH PAC will state in 
writing that they are a supporter of this project. 
            

Mr. David O’Brien to distribute information 
to council about Theatre for the Living: 
Attempt to address AMH stigma. 

 Lack of Integrated Housing 
Supports in Alberta 
Ms. Vivian Lillico 

Ms. Vivian Lillico shared information about Murray Chuck 
Housing a private agency that since 2007 has been 
providing housing to those homeless with active addiction 
issues. She shared that there are 2 houses that serve 140 
people. All council members acknowledged the direct 
linkages with AMH issues and the lack of housing. Mr. 
David O’Brien shared information about the Interactive 
Agency that provides Integrated Housing Supports that 
recognizes the need for homeless supports and the work 
they are doing to devise one single plan that will provide 
the support, home and treatment. Mr. David O’Brien 
shared information about the P150 project whose goal is 
to provide care to top 150 people that are hard to home. 
He indicated that he and Ms Laurie Beverley share the 
council’s frustration that work is not going fast in enough. 
Ms. Laurie Beverley stated that in Creating Connections, 
AB AMH plan, there are a total of 142 initiatives that were 
identified in AB Health, non profits and AHS that are new 
since 2010. Mr. O’Brien stated that Municipal Affairs is 
working towards bring on affordable housing stock into 
Alberta.  40,000 housing units are being planned with 18, 
000 currently underway.    
 
 
  

 



6 | P a g e  

Agenda Item Discussion Action 

4.  New Business    

4.1.  Short term volunteer request: 
Review/revision of Mental 
Health Act and CTO orders 
 Ms. Laurie Beverley  

Ms. Laurie Beverley requested a council member 
volunteer to participate on this committee for July/August 
that will review and revise the: written statement of 
notification of formal patient status under the mental 
health act and acknowledgement of notification to formal 
patients certification and rights            

Dr. Austin Mardon to join the committee and 
report on activity in September’s council 
meeting. 

4.2.   Discretionary Engagement 
Budget Policy 
Ms. Barbara Tuepah 

Ms. Barbara Tuepah reviewed and discussed with council 
the Discretionary Engagement Budget which is referring to 
new funding allocated in March of $5,000.00.  
 
Ms. Barbara Murray moved to approve the policy as 
follows: 

1. Council member request not to exceed 
$500.00/request. 

2. Council member must provide in writing and 
receive approval from Council Chair and Council 
Officer how their attendance will benefit council. 

3. Receipts and proof of attendance are submitted to 
Council Officer for reimbursement. 

4. Council member to provide a verbal report on 
attendance at next council meeting. 

5. Policy to be reviewed June 2015 for possible 
revisions. 

Seconded by Ms. Vivian Lillico. 

 Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Policy to be reviewed June 2015. 

 4.3.      Proposed Meeting Dates 
Ms. Barbara Tuepah 

Ms. Barbara Tuepah reviewed and discussed with council 
the list of proposed meeting dates.  
Council members expressed concern over the use of the 
Executive Royal Inn particularly when it had been voted at 
meeting that the site would not be used. Do to 
unavailability of the other Edmonton site in Sept; the 
Executive Royal Inn was selected. After the meeting it was 
discussed that the meeting site will be reviewed.  
 
 
 

Council to discuss the continued use of the 
Executive Royal Inn site at the conclusion of 
September’s council meeting. If site found 
not viable council officer to find another 
Edmonton location.  
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4.4. Criminal Record Check, 
Vulnerable Sector 
Ms. Karen Andresen 

Ms. Karen Andresen informed council members that there 
appears to be changes to the reporting in a Vulnerable 
Sector Criminal Record Checks in Canada. These checks 
now include and identify it as a criminal act if you are 
brought to a hospital seeking mental health treatment by 
a member of the RCMP or police. Ms. Andersen states that 
it is not a crime to be ill and identifying seeking medical 
assistance is yet another example of the stigma associated 
with mental illness. Ms. Andresen stated that these 
comments are also an affirmation that an individual is not 
of good character. She states that it is not constitutionally 
OK that this reporting occurs. Council discussion resulted 
indicating that Ms. Andresen needs to investigate further 
if this is a change in legislation or if it has always been this 
way. The reporting of these incidents in a Vulnerable 
Sector Check versus a basic Criminal Record Check. 
 
 
 

Ms. Andresen to investigate the reporting 
difference in a Criminal Record Check versus 
the reporting in a Vulnerable Sector Record 
Check and report her findings to council. 

5. Next  Council Meeting 
 

Date:              Saturday, September 13, 2014 
Time:             1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Location:       Executive Royal Inn Leduc 
                        8450 Sparrow Drive, Leduc 
 
 

 

6. Meeting Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 3:20 P.M.  
 


